THE AUTHENTIC BIOGRAPHY OF COLONEL BECK
adding: " Fm going to the front to-morrow." In after
years when he was asked why he had been so prompt
and so certain, he simply replied: " I considered it a
matter of honour; it never even occurred to me that
I should not answer the call when it was really necessary/'
It ought now to be explained that there were twc
brigades of the Polish Legions, and that ultimately a
third brigade was added to the two. The young Beck
was first attached as a bombardier to the first artillery
battery of the first regiment. He was so anxious to get
to the front without loss of time that, when he discovered
that owing to technical difficulties it would be impossible
for the Limanowa detachment to join the colours
immediately, he set off alone, with knapsack and rifle,
to join as an ordinary private soldier. Otherwise he
might have appeared at the head of his Company as its
instructor and thus have begun with commissioned rank.
As it was, he took every step in the ladder of promotion,
beginning from the day when the staff officers, in view
of the fact that he had been a Polytechnic student,
decided that he should go as a bombardier into the
artillery. To this extent at any rate did he find that his
early interest in technical education and machine
construction was going to stand him in good stead.
Such a decision, it must be added, was all to the
liking of the young bombardier, who was only anxious
to get to work and to show his mettle as early as he
possibly could. Yet there was little of the pomp and
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